
 

C
om

m
unities of practice are now

adays considered 
to foster a new

 w
ay to learn in the w

orkplace w
hich 

is fruitful both to the individuals and the organisation. 
T

his 
w

orkshop 
challenges 

how
 

com
m

unities 
and 

practice are represented and conceptualized as w
ell 

as 
their 

relations 
w

ith 
w

orkplace 
and 

learning 
processes. It addresses specifically to the follow

ing 
T

opics:  

• 
H

ow
 do w

e define the concept of practice in the 
w

orkplace? 

• 
H

ow
 

are 
learning 

and 
w

ork 
practices 

integrated ? 

• 
H

ow
 do w

e represent or validate practices and 
com

petences? 

• 
H

ow
 do the different C

oP
s in w

hich people are 
engaged contribute to this learning process

 ?
 

• 
W

hich activities are supported by on-line tools 
and services? 
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T
h
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n
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u
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n
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W
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d
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E
IA

H
 conference site and location: 

http://w
w

w
2.unil.ch/eiah2007 

W
orkshop Structure 

 T
he w

orkshop w
ill be highly interactive and engage 

participants in fruitful discussions on its topics. T
o-

w
ards this aim

, accepted papers w
ill be first clus-

tered according to the topics addressed (3-4 such 
clusters are foreseen for a 1-day w

orkshop). E
ach 

such 
cluster 

(w
orkshop 

session) 
w

ill 
contain 

no 
m

ore than 5 papers, each of them
 to be shortly pre-

sented by one of its authors (w
orkshop participants 

w
ill have the full versions of the papers). T

he dura-
tion of the presentation of each paper w

ill be 10-15 
m

inutes. A
uthors w

ill be asked to follow
 a struc-

tured tem
plate for their presentation, focusing on 

the problem
 addressed in their approach, the m

eth-
odology 

follow
ed, 

and 
the 

results 
of 

their 
w

ork. 
E

ach w
orkshop session w

ill be coordinated by a 
facilitator (session chair), w

ho w
ill be an expert on 

the topics discussed in the particular session. A
fter 

the 
short 

paper 
presentations, 

the 
facilitator 

w
ill 

initiate and coordinate a discussion betw
een the 

presenters and the audience on issues raised dur-
ing the presentations.  It is also foreseen that the 
facilitator w

ill have previously elaborated a set of 
open 

issues 
to 

be 
discussed, 

thus 
form

ing 
an 

“open” panel (round table) on each session’s top-
ics. It is expected that the duration of each w

ork-
shop’s session w

ill be betw
een 90 and 120 m

in-
utes. 

 M
urray Saunders, Lancaster U

niversity,U
K, w

ill 
give a keynote speech entitled "O

n the idea of 
C

om
m

unities of Practice"  

L
au

san
n

e, 26 Ju
in

 2007  



  C
o

n
trib

u
tio

n
s co

u
ld

 ad
d

ress th
e fo

l-
lo

w
in

g
 q

u
estio

n
s:  

        • 
D

oes the concept of com
m

unities of practice 
apply to all w

ork dom
ains? 

• 
H

ow
 m

ight w
e define practices and are they 

alw
ays in com

m
unities? 

• 
H

ow
 does practice produce know

ledge? 

• 
W

hat do w
e understand by the concepts of 

'inform
al learning' and how

 is it relevant to 
learning w

ithin C
oP

s? 

• 
H

ow
 is know

ledge reproduced and internal-
ised by w

orking groups w
ithin C

oP
s? 

• 
H

ow
 does the concept of pow

er intersect w
ith 

w
hat know

ledge is deem
ed legitim

ate? 

• 
W

hat problem
s do w

ork-based practices pre-
sent to researchers? 

• 
H

ow
 

can 
you 

capture 
learning? 

Is 
routine 

know
ledge alw

ays reified? 

• 
H

ow
 m

ight online tools and services support 
com

m
unities of practice?  

• 
W

hat 
future 

research 
ideas 

exist 
in 

this 
area ? 

    C
all fo

r P
ap

ers  
     T

he w
orkshop seeks quality research papers that pro-

pose 
theoretical 

fram
ew

orks, 
m

ethodological 
ap-

proaches, case analysis and experim
entation that con-

tribute to clarify and suggest answ
ers to the questions 

identified above. It aim
s to bring together scientists 

and engineers w
ho w

ork on designing and/or develop-
ing C

oP
-oriented online tools and services, practitio-

ners w
ho evaluate them

 in diverse real environm
ents, 

as w
ell as m

em
bers of C

oP
 and researchers on C

oP
’s 

learning and practices. 

 T
w

o categories of subm
issions are sollicited: fu

ll p
a-

p
ers (up to 10 pages) or p

o
sitio

n
 

p
ap

ers (up to 5
 

pages). 
A

ll 
subm

issions 
should 

be 
original 

and 
not 

published elsew
here or intended to be published dur-

ing the review
 period. T

hey m
ust correspond to the

 
E

IA
H

 07 conference form
at requirem

ents, as they are
 

described 
at 

the 
conference 

w
eb 

site 
(http://

w
w

w
2.unil.ch/eiah2007/). A

ll accepted papers m
ust be 

presented by one of the authors. W
orkshop attendees 

need to register for the m
ain E

IA
H

 conference. A
ll ac-

cepted papers w
ill be published online. A

uthors of th
e 

w
orkshop’s best papers w

ill be requested to further 
elaborate their w

ork and prepare an extended version
 

for potential publication in a scientific journal (to be 
published early in 2007). 
    L

es co
m

m
u

n
icatio

n
s en

 fran
çais so

n
t les b

ien
ven

u
es. 

 A
ll subm

issions should be sent by e-m
ail to the w

ork-
shop chair (bernadette.charlier@

unifr.ch). 

T
he P

A
LE

T
T

E
 project aim

s at facilitating and aug-
m

enting 
individual 

and 
organisational 

learning 
in 

C
om

m
unities of P

ractice (C
oP

s). T
ow

ards this aim
, 

an 
interoperable 

and 
extensible 

set 
of 

innovative 
services as w

ell as a set of specific scenarios of use 
w

ill be designed, im
plem

ented and thoroughly vali-
dated in C

oP
s of diverse contexts.  

  T
he above services and scenarios w

ill support:  
 • 

increm
ental convergence tow

ards a com
prehen-

sive representation of practices; 
 • 

argum
entative debates about practices; 

 • 
enhancem

ent of practices through know
ledge ex-

ploration, inside and outside of the C
oP

s; 
 • 

provision 
of 

procedures 
for 

the 
reification 

and 
creation of new

 practices 
      

P
ublic site: w

w
w

.palette.ercim
.org 
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